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**denotes a frequently asked question

THE FITZGERALD FAMILY

**What county in Ireland did the Fitzgeralds come from?

County Limmerick

What was Honey Fitz’s real name?

John Francis Fitzgerald.

When was Honey Fitz mayor of Boston?

Honey Fitz was mayor from 1905-1913.

In whose possession was the Fitzgerald bible before it came to the Library?

The bible was given to the Library by Rose Kennedy’s nephew, Thomas A. Fitzgerald, Jr.

Does the family still record dates in the bible?

Yes!  The family asks museum staff from time to time to open up the case so a date can be recorded.
THE KENNEDY FAMILY
**What county in Ireland did the Kennedys come from?

County Wexford.
**Were JFK’s Irish ancestors wealthy?                                                                            

The Kennedy ancestors in Ireland were farms but were not wealthy.  The Fitzgeralds and Kennedys lived and worked in Boston, seeking to take advantage of the economic opportunity offered in America.  To do that, they had to overcome the harsh, widespread discrimination against Irish Catholic immigrants at that time. The early Kennedys and Fitzgeralds worked as peddlers, coopers and common laborers; later they became clerks, tavern owners and retailers. By the end of the century, Patrick “P.J.” Kennedy and John “Honey Fitz” Fitzgerald, the president’s other grandfather, had become successful Boston politicians, with Honey Fitz serving twice as Mayor of Boston and as a Member of the U.S. Congress.
What is the birth order of the Kennedy children?  

Joe Jr., JFK, Rosemary, Kathleen, Eunice, Patricia, Robert, Jean, Ted.

Who was Kathleen Kennedy married to?

In 1944, Kathleen Kennedy married William "Billy" Cavendish, the Marquess of Hartington, whom she had met during her first trip to England in 1938. Billy, Lord Hartington, a member of the British army, was called up on June 20, five weeks after their wedding. He was killed in combat on August 9, 1944. 

Where did Robert Kennedy go to college?
Robert Kennedy graduated from Harvard University with a degree in government.  He received his law degree from the University of Virginia Law School.

**Where are Joe Sr., Joe Jr., Rose and John Jr. buried?

Joe and Rose Kennedy are both buried in Brookline at Holyhood Cemetery.

No remains were found after Joe Jr’s plane exploded.  John Jr.’s ashes were scattered at sea off the coast of Martha’s Vineyard.

Who are the two graves next to President Kennedy at Arlington Cemetery for?                                             
The two graves are for two deceased Kennedy children, a stillborn daughter born in Newport, RI and Patrick Bouvier Kennedy who died two days after his birth in August 1963.  The two children were reburied at Arlington Cemetery in December 1963.  

Is Lee Radziwill, Jacqueline Kennedy’s sister, still alive?
Yes, Lee Radziwill, Jacqueline Kennedy’s sister is still alive.  She lives in New York.
**Why isn’t there more about John Jr. in the Museum?  Where is he in the Museum?

The Museum’s main focus is on the years 1960-1963.  As such, the Museum shows John Jr. and Caroline at the ages they were when their father was President.  

**Which of the Kennedy children are still living?
Jean Kennedy Smith.  She is 83 as of December 2011.  She was born in 1928.

What is Robert Kennedy’s wife’s name?

Ethel Skakel Kennedy is Robert Kennedy’s wife.  

**How is Caroline Kennedy involved in the Library and Museum?
Caroline Kennedy is the president of the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation and a member of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award Committee.
What was Joseph Kennedy’s stance on WWII?  Was he an appeaser?
Kennedy served as ambassador to Great Britain from 1938 until 1940. During this time, Kennedy argued for appeasement and for American neutrality, wanting the United States to stay out of any conflict that might occur between Britain and Germany.
How old is Ted Kennedy in the 1938 family photo taken at the British Embassy? 

He is 6 years old.

How old is JFK in the picture?

JFK is 21 years old in the picture.
JFK’s EARLY LIFE
What was JFK’s field of concentration at Harvard?

His major at Harvard was government.
**Why did he graduate from Harvard with honors if he was a “B student?”

He received a magna cum laude distinction on his thesis.  The thesis combined with his GPA gave him cum laude status at graduation.  It’s also possible that a B average was fairly high for the times (compared with current grade inflation at many colleges and universities).

**Who kept the coconut and gave it to JFK?

JFK brought the coconut home from the South Pacific.  He kept the coconut on his desk in the Oval Office.  
Is the flag in the case from PT-109?
Yes, the flag was taken off the boat before it was hit.  
CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION
**Who wrote JFK’s speeches?
Ted Sorensen was John F. Kennedy’s staff assistant and chief speechwriter from 1953-1963.  Though Sorensen helped craft the speeches, he wrote in his 1988 book, Let the Word Go Forth, “John F. Kennedy was the true author of all of his speeches and writings.”  JFK was a relentless editor of his speeches much like his mother Rose.  He also drew on others including Arthur Schlesinger, Richard Goodwin, and John Kenneth Galbraith for contributions to speeches.
Did Joe Kennedy buy the election? 
Explain that there are many interpretations of Joe Kennedy’s role in the campaign.  

The Museum galleries do not cover that subject.  Mention that there are three credible biographies on JFK that you encourage visitors to look at if they are interested. Biographies recommended by the education department are Kennedy by Theodore Sorensen, Profile of Power by Richard Reeves, and An Unfinished Life by Robert Dallek.

Who was Kennedy’s biggest competitor for the nomination?  

Kennedy’s biggest competitor during the primaries was Minnesota Senator Hubert Humphrey.  

Do any states split electoral votes now?  

Nebraska and Maine are the only states with a law allowing split electoral votes.  Yet since adopting the system, neither state has used it.

Who is holding the bible for Chief Justice Earl Warren?

The man holding the Bible for Chief Justice Warren and John F. Kennedy at the Inaugural Ceremonies is James Browning, who was then the Clerk of the Supreme Court.  He is today the Federal Appellate Judge of the 9th District, and keeps his offices in San Francisco.  A quick google search reveals he is still very much in the Ninth Circuit.

**How old was John F. Kennedy when he was elected?

John F. Kennedy was 43 years old when he was elected.  He was the youngest elected president and the first president to be born in the 20th century.  The youngest president to be inaugurated was Theodore Roosevelt at 42, following the assassination of William McKinley.  

**How old was Richard Nixon when he ran against Kennedy?
Richard Nixon was 47 years old when he ran against Kennedy in 1960.
What is the minimum age for a president?

The Constitution specifies the president must be at least 35 years old.

Who told JFK he had been elected?
The details surrounding this story are hearsay.  According to the Library’s archivist, either Ted Sorensen or Pierre Salinger (Press Secretary) woke Kennedy up the day after the election and said “Good morning, Mr. President.”  Later, when Caroline woke up, Mrs. Kennedy told her to go in and say it to her father.  Caroline was not the first to give him the news.  He officially was elected president after Nixon’s noontime concession speech which he watched on television.  
PRESIDENCY
How has the Peace Corps been funded?

The Peace Corps is funded by the federal government by donations through a partnership program.

If you are in the military, can you be in the Peace Corps?
A person who has previously served in the military can be in the Peace Corps.  People who are actively serving in the military cannot join the Peace Corps.
If you were in the Peace Corps did it exempt you from the draft?  

Service in the Peace Corps provided young men with draft deferment but not exemption.

What did James Meredith do after he graduated from the University of Mississippi?
In 1966 he published a book about his experience, Three Years in Mississippi.  Shortly after, he organized a “Walk Against Fear” from Memphis to Jackson in support of voting rights for African Americans.  Meredith was shot in the leg while on the march.  In 1968 he graduated from Columbia Law School but did not pursue a career as a lawyer.  In 1972 he ran for Congress and in 1989 took a controversial post on the staff of Senator Jesse Helms.  His most recent book is a historical work published in 1995 entitled: Mississippi: A Volume of Eleven Books.
What were the names of the first two African American students admitted to the University of Alabama?                                                                                               Vivian Malone and James Hood

When was Martin Luther King’s “I have a dream” speech?                                                      Martin Luther King gave the speech at the March on Washington in August 1963.

Is this Robert Kennedy’s real desk?                                                                                 Neither the desk nor the chairs belonged to Robert Kennedy.  It is a copy of a desk from the period.

How much of the civil rights strategies were JFK’s or RFK’s? 

According to Sam Rubin, this question doesn’t have a simple answer.  1)  JFK and RFK’s actions were shaped in part by their positions in government.  For example, JFK made the television speech encouraging legislation after RFK as Attorney General enforced the Supreme Court ruling in the Mississippi and Alabama.  2) According to Sam Rubin, as a close advisor to President Kennedy, RFK would have been involved in any major civil rights discussion and decision.  3)  Also, Sam says, many strategies could have been discussed but never were expressed publicly.  If there were other strategies, they didn’t make enough of an impact to gain civil rights leaders’ support.  JFK acted on segregation when he saw Birmingham falling apart.  He feared other southern cities would experience the same protests and brute force and chaos would reign.  

What is the scale of the Oval Office exhibit compared with the real thing?  

The Museum’s oval office exhibit is smaller than the real thing, but I don’t know how much smaller. 

**Where is the original Oval Office desk?                                                                                                                                               The desk is currently in use by President George W. Bush.  Every president since Hayes (with the exceptions of Johnson, Nixon and Ford) has used the Resolute desk in the White House, though not necessarily in the Oval Office.  President Franklin Roosevelt used the desk in the oval study not in the Oval Office.  The desk was made famous by a photograph of President John F. Kennedy at work while his son, John Jr., peeked out from behind the kneehole panel.
Did the desk have a hole in it?                                                                                        The desk has twice been modified from the original 1880 version.  President Franklin D. Roosevelt requested that the kneehole be fitted with a panel carved with the Presidential coat-of-arms, but he did not live to see it installed in 1945.  President Ronald Reagan requested it be raised on a 2" base to accommodate his 6'2" frame. 
Does the Clinton Library have a copy of President Kennedy’s desk since Clinton used the same desk?

The Clinton Library has a copy of the Resolute desk.
Why was JFK’s desk so clean compared to RFK’s desk?

The Oval Office desk is arranged as it was during the June 11, 1963 address to the nation on civil rights.  Look at the photograph across the hall to see the state of the desk during a typical workday for President Kennedy.

Is the rocking chair original?

Yes, unlike the desk, the rocking chair is a piece of original furniture from the Oval Office.  The cushions were given to President Kennedy by the crew of the USS Kittyhawk.
What is the significance of the blue flag in the oval office?

The blue flag is the President’s flag.  The President’s flag is a permanent fixture in the Oval Office.
Oval Office History (source http://www.whitehouse.gov/president/oval-office.html)

The first Oval Office was built in 1909 in the center of the south side of the West Wing; in 1934 it was moved to its current location on the southeast corner, overlooking the Rose Garden. Each president has decorated the Oval Office to suit his tastes. Among the features that remain constant are the white marble mantel from the original 1909 Oval Office, the presidential seal in the ceiling, and the two flags behind the president's desk--the U.S. flag and the President's flag. 
Does the little table next to the desk have importance?                                              Yes, the small table is an original signing desk on which the President signed bills, executive orders and treaties.
Did President Truman change the Presidential Seal?

Yes, he did.  When President Truman created a Presidential Coat of Arms, Seal and Flag he made the following changes:  the all white eagle was changed to a naturally-colored American bald eagle; its head was turned from its left to its right, the right being the traditional heraldic side of honor, so also to face the olive branch of peace rather than the arrows of preparedness for war; the banner and the four stars below were moved to correspond to the shift of the head; and the eagle was encircled by an additional row of stars, one for each state in the Union.
Intro film quote : “Too often we hold fast the clichés of our forebears.  We subject all facts to a matter of prefabricated interpretations…”  Where is this from?

This quote is from the Yale University commencement speech, June 11, 1962.

Was President Kennedy a smoker?

President Kennedy did not smoke cigarettes, though he did smoke 4-5 cigars on average each day.
Who was the White House photographer?  
There were three men who were the principal government photographers during Kennedy's administration.  Technically, they worked for different departments or agencies, but were assigned to cover the White House/President's activities.  Nowadays there are official White House Photographers, and while these three men weren't officially so, they were the closest thing to it.  
Abbie Rowe worked for the National Park Service and was assigned to the White House. He shot only in black and white, and with only a couple exceptions, stayed in the DC area taking photos.  Cecil Stoughton was in the Office of the Military Aid, shot in black and white and color, and often traveled with the president.  Robert Knudsen was in the Office of the Naval Aid, shot in black and white and color, and often traveled with the president.

What happens to state gifts once the president leaves office?
Once the president leaves office, state gifts are held in temporary storage until the presidential library is built.  Once the library is built, they are stored, preserved and displayed by the library.

Was the Attorney General’s office in the White House?

No, the Attorney General’s Office was in the Department of Justice building in Judiciary Square.
Did JFK start the Berlin airlift?  

No, the airlift happened during Truman’s administration.  Where was it?  West Berlin.

THE FIRST LADY
Where did Jacqueline Bouvier’s family money come from?
Jacqueline Bouvier’s father, John, was a wealthy stockbroker on Wall Street whose family immigrated to the United States from France in the early 1800s.
Was her father known as Black Jack Bouvier?

Yes, that was his nickname because he had jet black hair.
**How old was Mrs. Kennedy when she became first lady?

Jacqueline Kennedy was 31 years old when she became first lady.  She was the third youngest first lady in U.S. history.  Frances Cleveland was the youngest first lady.  She married Grover Cleveland at the age of 21 after he became president.  
**Where is Jacqueline Kennedy’s wedding dress?

Mrs. Kennedy’s wedding dress is in storage here at the Library. 

**Was Mrs. Kennedy’s wedding dress on display here at the Museum?

The wedding dress was on display two years ago.  It is in very fragile condition and will not be on display in the foreseeable future.  
**Will we have another exhibit on Mrs. Kennedy’s clothes?  
The Jacqueline B. Kennedy costume exhibit “Jacqueline Kennedy: the White House Years” was displayed in New York, Boston, Washington D.C. and Paris before its final venue at the Field Museum in Chicago.  The exhibit will not be coming back any time soon, according to the museum collections department.  Individual dresses will be displayed from time to time.  The exhibit “Jacqueline Kennedy Entertains: The Art of the White House Dinner”, includes three dresses worn by Mrs. Kennedy at state dinners.
**What size was Mrs. Kennedy?

She was a modern size 6.

**How tall was Mrs. Kennedy?

She was 5 feet, and 7.5 inches tall.
Who narrated the White House tour with Mrs. Kennedy?

Charles Collingwood interviewed Jackie on the live broadcast of the White House tour.
Why wasn’t Mrs. Kennedy in Ireland in 1963?
Mrs. Kennedy did not accompany President Kennedy to Ireland because she was several months pregnant with the Kennedy’s third child, Patrick Kennedy.  Patrick unfortunately died 2 days after his birth in August 1963.
Where is the dress Mrs. Kennedy was wearing on November 22, 1963?
The dress is part of the Library’s collection and is currently in storage.
How did the term “Camelot” come to describe the Kennedy years?

The term “Camelot” was first used in an interview Theodore White (author of The Making of the President, 1960) did with Jacqueline Kennedy on November 29, 1963.  
BUILDING AND SITE
How did I.M. Pei become the architect for the Library?
Jacqueline Kennedy chose I.M. Pei for the architect after meeting with him and hearing his ideas for the building.  Pei was a relatively young, unknown architect at the time and hadn’t completed monumental projects, but Jacqueline Kennedy saw great potential in his imagination and enthusiasm for the building.  
Who is Stephen Smith?                                                                                                   Stephen Smith led the fundraising efforts for the construction of the Library; oversaw the search for an alternative site in Boston; managed the financing and construction of the building; and oversaw the official dedication and opening ceremonies held on October 20, 1979. Later, he was instrumental in establishing the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation, and in developing an endowment for the Library Foundation.  Stephen Smith married Jean Kennedy, President Kennedy’s sister.  Smith Hall, where many events such as forums and Celebrate! programs occur, is named for Stephen Smith.  
**Was Harvard supposed to be the location for the Museum?

A site near Harvard Square was chosen for the location for the Library and Museum.  Plans were revised due to prolonged delays in construction and concerns from Cambridge residents about congestion.  
Does the Pavilion design have any significance?

The pavilion was purposely left empty so that visitors might reflect on their experience in the museum and fill the space with their own thoughts.  Jacqueline Kennedy, quoting Wordsworth’s Ode on Intimations of Mortality said the space (meaning the pavilion) is a “space for thoughts too deep for tears.”
How many visitors come here each year?

The Library and Museum hosts about 200,000 visitors each year.
Are all of the President’s papers open to researchers?

According to our processing department, less than 1% of the President's papers remain closed for reasons of national security or personal privacy issues concerning third person parties.
What is the building next door?

The EMK Institute is a center for the study of the U.S. Senate.  The institution is named after Edward Kennedy who served 47 years in the Senate.  The institute has not yet been built, but when it opens it will offer public programs and research activities related to Senate history and current events.  

Are Ted Kennedy’s papers here or next door?

Senator Kennedy’s papers are housed here at the Library.  
Visitors often ask when the following individuals passed away:

Joe Kennedy, Jr., 1944, dangerous flight mission for the Navy, no burial site.

Kathleen Kennedy, 1948, plane crash in France, Cavendish family burial grounds, in the Church at Edensor outside of Chatsworth, England.

John F. Kennedy, 1963, Arlington National Cemetery.

Robert Kennedy, 1968, Arlington National Cemetery
Joe Kennedy, 1969, Holyhood Cemetery in Brookline

Rose Kennedy, 1995, at the age of 104, Holyhood Cemetery in Brookline

Jacqueline Kennedy, 1994, Arlington National Cemetery

John F. Kennedy, Jr., 1999, ashes scattered off of Martha’s Vineyard

Rosemary Kennedy, 2005, Holyhood Cemetery in Brookline
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